
Uphall Community Council

Uphall Community Council is comprised of members of the public who

have an interest in their local community and aim to protect the interests

of the residents of Uphall and promote sustainable development. This

is a voluntary group who meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at

7p.m. in the Coffee Lounge at Uphall Community Education Centre.

Chairperson: Irene Bishop

Vice Chair :Jeanette Cumberford

Secretary: Lynne McEwen

Treasurer & Press Officer: Fraser Graham

Planning Secretary: Gerald Paisey

Members: Irene Jones, David Flight, Simon Moore, John Campbell

The Community Council is represented on many groups within West

Lothian by individual members and these representatives report back at

Community Council meetings.

This past year there have been presentations from the Pensioner Max-

imisation Service, The Credit Union and an explanation of the Food

Waste Collection pilot  scheme and a representative from a company to

explain a proposed development.

Planning applications are discussed to protect the interests of our

residents. Any issues which are brought to our attention are discussed

and are followed up where possible by contacting the relevant authori-

ties and reporting concerns.

Last year we mentioned the issues concerning the “pinch point” at the

bottom Scotmid. We are happy to report that this has been removed.

An issue which was raised by several residents was the state of the

Stankards footbridge and footpath. We raised this with our local coun-

cillors and work to improve these has now been completed.

If you are interested in either attending Community Council meetings,

raising an issue or becoming a Community Councillor please check the

Community Council notice boards in the post office, community centre

or web site. The minutes of meetings can now be found on

www.ucc.org.uk.

Christmas Switch On

There was a good turn out for the switch on of the Christmas lights on

the 1st of December.

Once again the Switch On was before the Torchlight Procession and in

conjunction with the Christmas in Broxburn and Uphall event. The

day’s events were organised by members of  the Town Centre Manage-

ment Group.

The lights were switched on by local resident Tom McCallum. Tom is

a member of the South Church. He is involved in many different

voluntary activities, mainly relating to working with the elderly in our

local community. He also conducts  a monthly reminiscence group in a

local Old Folk’s Home.

The music on the evening was provided by Radio Grapevine and some

members of the junior brass band.

The Army Cadets were also in attendance to marshal the Torchlight

Procession and it was the perfect opportunity to publicly reward them

for their assistance in delivering the previous issue of this newsletter.

They each received a Saltire Award and we are proud to say that they

were the first group in West Lothian to be presented with this award for

their efforts.

Welcome to the fourth issue of Uphall Village News brought to you by Uphall Community Council. We hope you will find this issue interesting
and informative.

All Community Council meetings are open to the public and all residents are welcome to attend as observers.

Irene Bishop, Chairperson.
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Uphall Golf Club

Uphall Golf club was founded in 1895, in lovely countryside, on land

leased from Sheriff Shairp which was part of the Houston Estate. It has

been part of the Uphall community  for more than 100 years. The new

clubhouse was built in 1991.

A lot of work has been done over the winter period to upgrade the course

and the members are looking forward to playing on the improved course

over the summer.

There are memberships to suit all ages.  The junior membership is very

strong at the moment with 119 members aged between 9 and 18. Gordon

and Ian, the club professionals, are available to give instructions on the

game. Lessons can be booked at an extra cost.

Golf is a social activity as well as a good way to keep fit and active for

all age groups.  Why not go along to the Golf Club on the 27th July

between  1 p.m. and   4 p.m. and enjoy the Fun Day. There will be a

Barbeque and lots of fun for all the kids, big and small, and an opportu-

nity to make friendships which will last a lifetime.

Uphall Golf Club, Uphall, EH52 6JT

01506 856404

New Members Welcome.

Uphall Golf Club has vacancies for new members in all types of

membership with no joining fee this year.

      New Pay as you go membership which can start at any time of the

        year £46.00 Per Month

 Young Person’s membership from  22 yrs to 25yrs          £368

Student / Youth Membership                                             £184

Junior member                                                                £20

  Annual Membership                                               £552

If you are interested please contact us on 01506 856404 when we will be

delighted to help you choose the best membership deal for you.  Please

see attached link for an article from the Edinburgh Evening News about

this progressive golf club!

http://www.scotsman.com/edinburgh-evening-news/golf/uphall-future-

proofing-plans-underway-1-2909499

Uphall  Children’s Gala Day

This year’s Gala Day will be Saturday 8th June. This year’s Queen is

Tiegan Ross.  Her Ladies in Waiting are Kiera Murphy and Connie Sims.

The Fairy Queen is Charley Napier.

At present there are only 6 people  on the committee so once again the

Gala Committee are appealing for people to help, especially on the day.

If you can help in any way PLEASE CONTACT Carol Waugh on

01506 856632.

The BUSY Project

The BUSY project is an initiative of the BASICS trust in partnership

with SU Scotland and local churches. It is funded by the Gannochy

Trust, Robertson Trust and the local community.

The BUSY Project this year has included a variety of activities and

groups for young people in the local community. These range from the

Friday afternoon Youth Cafe in the Open Door (3.30-5 p.m.) to one to

one Listening Service in Broxburn Academy and lots more.

The latest special event  was the Easter Buzz: including a trip to

Paradise Island Golf and The Mine: an evening of computer games for

50 young people - which tested the capacity of the Open Door!

A number of young people are working to Saltire and Youth Achieve-

ment Awards which help them recognise their development and serve

the community, alongside their Christian volunteers.



Above and Below

About two years ago the Town Centre Management Group commis-

sioned a sculpture to be sited at the cemetery.

The artist selected was Michael Johnson. Michael did a lot of research

into the area and spoke to many local people who could  give him

information.

He decided to base his work on the shale mining industry which has

played an important part in the history of this area.

Once he had selected a theme he went to the local schools and worked

with some of the children. The work he did in the schools is included in

the rim of the base of the sculpture.

Shale from the bing was used in the construction of the base and in and

around the base are various representations of tools etc which were used

and some of the byproducts e.g., candles.

The top of the sculpture shows three different plants, Rosebay Willow

Herb,Wild Garlic and Hawthorn that are found growing on Greendykes

Bing and are represented here as symbols of regeneration and future

growth.

The imagery is about valuing the past and also adapting and changing

with life.

After a delay caused by a change in the plans to lower the site to make

access easier, the sculpture was officially unveiled on the 30th of March

by Mrs. Spiteri, the longest serving teacher at Uphall Primary, and  the

sculptor Michael Johnston.

It was good to see a local company and local men taking such pride

in the preparation of the site and the installation of the sculpture.

Community Police Team

Your local Community Police Team, consisting of your Community

Beat Teams, West Lothian Council and Safer Neighbourhood Teams are

pleased to welcome Inspector Jocelyn O’Connor and Sgt Caroline

Mackay. Your Community Constables are PC Andy Kidd and PC Vince

Manning.

Your Community Team became part of a single Police Force, Police

Scotland, on 1st April 2013, a move that will bring together expertise

across the county to improve service delivery to you and your commu-

nity and ensure that local policing activity is targeted towards Keeping

People Safe

Your Community Team are working with partners in West Lothian

Council and other agencies to reduce crime and disorder, to increase

public reassurance within your community and to keep people safe.

You identified that the policing priorities for the Uphall area were:

 Reducing anti-social behaviour

 Tackling substance misuse

 Making our roads safer

In order to deliver on these priorities your Community Team will:

 Carry out bicycle, foot and mobile patrols to target “hot spot”

areas, providing reassurance, and preventing and detecting

crime.

 Target public drinking and the illegal sale of alcohol to minors.

 Give regular school talks on issues such as drugs, alcohol, knife

crime and bullying.

 Work with local projects to divert young  people away from

crime.

 Target drug dealers in your community and seize their profits

 Provide support to and refer to outside agencies those affected

by drug or alcohol misuse

 In partnership with West Lothian Council and local housing

associations target those who persistently behave in an antiso-

cial manner

Your Community Team will regularly update you with progress made

to tackle these priorities and other issues that you may identify. Police

Surgeries are held regularly, usually prior to or in conjunction with,

Community Council meetings. In Uphall, at the Community Centre at

6.00pm on the Third Wednesday of the month.

You can contact your Community Team at Broxburn Police Station on

01506 852121 or at Lothian Scot Borders CPT Broxburn, Uphall and

Winchburgh@scotland.pnn.police.uk



History of Middleton Hall

Middleton Hall is the lesser known of Uphall’s two surviving mansion

houses, and stands in wooded grounds south of the Main Street at the

east end of the village.

The present building dates from the early 18th century, and local legend

says it was built from stones of the old Strathbrock Castle.  Its builder

was the Rev. George Barclay, who led an adventurous life.   During the

persecution of the Covenanters he fled to Holland, where he made a

good deal of money, returned to Scotland and became minister at

Uphall.  He is said to have built Middleton Hall for his retirement, and

had his initials carved on the bridge which leads into the Middleton

estate.  Middleton remained in the ownership of the Barclays for most

of the 18th century, and the pastoral murals in the stairwell were painted

during their time.

In 1798  the estate and mansion of Middleton were bought by William

Inglis, an Edinburgh lawyer. He became bankrupt and sold the estate in

1828.  The property passed through various hands, until in 1865 it was

bought by John Pender.  His initials can be seen on the upper storey of

Muir’s Buildings in Uphall, which formed part of the Middleton estate.

He was a wealthy and self-made businessman whose firm was responsi-

ble for laying the first telegraph cable across the Atlantic, and overland

to India and other parts of the Empire – an astonishing feat in the

mid-19th century.

In 1899, Middleton Hall and estate were purchased by Broxburn Oil

Company and let to the Edinburgh District Board of Lunacy for use as

a temporary asylum until Bangour Village Hospital opened in 1906.

During the 1914-18 war, when Bangour was a War Hospital, Middleton

was used to house hospital staff.

In 1919, the remaining five Scottish shale oil companies came together

to form Scottish Oils Ltd.  The administrative and technical HQ of SOL

were set up at Middleton Hall and houses were built in the grounds for

its managers and foremen.  In 1939, an extra storey was added to the

house and an extension to the west.  Compare the building as it is today,

a nursing home, with the photograph taken in the 1910s, and see if you

can trace the old house facade within the later additions.

Middleton Hall Bowling Club

If you think that all sport is strenuous, it’s time to think again. Lawn

bowling is an excellent way to get out in the fresh air and get some

gentle exercise. What could be better than spending a warm summers’

evening on the green throwing a few bowls with friends? How about

finishing the evening off with a refreshing drink from the bar? Even

better!

There are two fully qualified and vetted coaches at the club to show you

the ropes. They can even lend you the equipment to get you started

before you decide to take the plunge. Junior coaching is held on Tuesday

afternoons and Saturday mornings. Contact John Collins at the club for

more details.

As well as the health benefits of taking up a new outdoor pastime,

Middleton Hall is also a social club. Regular monthly club nights are

held where the members can enjoy free entertainment, bingo and some

of the best value for money drinks in town. The function hall is also

available for hire for your private parties.

Full information can be found on our website at

www.middletonhallbowlingclub.co.uk  or by calling in at the club.

You can look the club up on Facebook too.

Full and Social memberships are available now. Call 01506 856346 for

further details.



Uphall Primary School

This session the children of Uphall Primary School have been working
very hard on the Eco Schools Programme. As a result of this work the
school has been awarded its third green flag. This is a fantastic achieve-
ment for the school, pupils and local community. The school eco-
committee hope to involve the local community in further develop-
ments.

The pupils at Uphall Primary continue to raise funds for a variety of
charities. Recently the P7 pupils organised a tombola stall in aid of
Cancer Research and Poppy Scotland. They raised £255. They also
supported Children in Need Day in November and raised an amazing
total of £739. On Red Nose Day they all dressed up as film stars and
raised £467. A grand total of £1461 .Congratulations.

The school have been delighted to welcome several parent helpers
Into the school who are supporting various activities in school. Any
members of the community who do not have any direct involvement
with the school but who would like to support them are asked to contact
the school office at  phone 01506 852516. Help in areas such as the
school garden, working in classes with teachers, sharing any skills etc
would be most appreciated.

Community Clean Up Day

The Uphall Primary school pupils would like to hold a “Clean up
Uphall Day” on Saturday 21st September, 2013. They are looking for
volunteers from the community to come out and help them clean up the
streets of Uphall.

If you are interested or know of an area which needs a good tidy up
please contact Uphall Primary School on 01506 852516 or e-mail
uphall.ps@wled.org.uk.. Thank You.

This article came from Uphall Primary School Eco Committee.

Uniformed Organisations in Uphall

Girls Brigade

The 1st  Uphall Girls’ Brigade meet on a Monday evening in Strathbrock
Church Hall starting at 6.45pm.  The company  is divided into the
Explorers which is for P1 to P3,  the Juniors which includes P4 to P7
and the Brigaders who are  from S1 to S6.

Every session the girls enjoy  a variety of activities including crafts,
stories and games on different themes.  They also enjoy cooking and
baking and going on trips with the company and also as part of the West
Lothian Division.

Boys  Brigade

The Boys Brigade meet on Thursday evenings in Strathbrock Church
Hall.  There are three sections : the Anchor Section , P1 to P3, the Junior
section, P4 to P7 and the Company section, P7 upwards.

Activities this year include a weekend at Craggan outdoor centre, a
Burns supper , cycling to Newbridge, and  afternoon sports sessions .

The band  classes are a key part of the company programme and new
snare drums have recently been purchased.  Three boys are currently
working towards their Queens Award, which is the highest award in the
Boys Brigade.  Details of this year’s activities can be found on Facebook
: “1st Uphall Boys Brigade”.

Rainbows

The Rainbows meet in the South Church Hall on Monday evenings from
6-7p.m. Rainbows is the youngest section of the Guide movement and
caters for girls between the ages of 5 to 7 years.

Rainbows develop self confidence, build friendships and learn to be
kind and helpful to others and have fun. They follow an activity pro-
gramme called the Rainbow Jigsaw which comprises of four areas -
Look, Learn, Laugh and Love

Brownies

The 1st Uphall Brownie pack meets on a Wednesday night in Strath-
brock Church Hall. The Brownies is for girls aged 7 to 10.

At the brownies, the children work through books and also work to-
wards badges. The girls enjoy playing games and doing crafts and
activities.

Feel free to go along  for more information or visit the girguiding UK
website.

Girl Guides

The Guides meet on Monday evenings in the South Church Hall from
7-9p.m. Guides is for girls aged 10 - 14 years.

Guides take part in a wide range of activities from adventure sports to
fun and games. They  are also encouraged to take part in community
action projects and performing arts.

Boy Scouts

Unfortunately there is no active Boy Scout Group in Uphall but there is
a joint Uphall / Broxburn group based in Broxburn.



The South Church

Church Services are held at 11a.m. every Sunday. There is a Sunday
School for children  aged 3-10 years and a Sunday Club for those aged
11- 16 years.

Weekly  prayer meetings are held in the Church hall on Wednesdays-
from 9.30 - 11.00 a.m.

The Church is open on the 1st Saturday of the month for anyone wishing
to have a quiet time for prayer or reflection between 10.30 - 12noon.

A Traidcraft stall is available for those wishing to purchase Fairtrade
goods after the Service on the 4th Sunday of the month.

Bible Study Groups are held on Mondays from 2 - 3.30 p.m. and 7.30-
9p.m. and also on Tuesday evenings from 7.30 - 9 p.m.

Weekly Coffee Mornings are held on Saturdays from September to May
between 10.30 - 12 noon in the Church hall.

A Craft and Chat group meet on the first Thursday  of the month
between September and May  from 7.30 - 9p.m. Between may and
September this changes to a weekly meetings on Wednesday evenings
at the same times.

The Care and Friendship Group extend an open invitation to join them
for a Cuppa and Chat on the 3rd Wednesday of the month,from August
to May, in the Church hall between 2 - 3 p.m.

The Christmas Fayre will be held from 10.30 - 12 noon on the 1st
Saturday  in December.

A Midnight Service is held at 11.30 p.m. on Christmas Eve and this is
followed by Tea and mince pies.

Fairtrade in Uphall

This Year Fairtrade Fortnight ran from the 26th of February to the 11th
of March. The theme was “change Today Choose Fairtrade.”

The Open Door, the Community Centre and both local churches contin-
ue to support the Fairtrade Steering group by having displays and
Coffee Mornings.

Although a competition was set for primary children it was very disap-
pointing not to receive any entries this year.

Uphall Community Education Centre

The Community Centre continues to be the hub of activities in the
village. Last summer a very enjoyable Garden Party ,which was well
attended, to commemorate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee was held.
It was extremely busy on the day of the Gala and the ladies from the
churches were kept busy serving teas. At Christmas it was bustling as
we celebrated the switch on of the Christmas lights before setting off for
the Torchlight Procession.

As well as the various courses  and activities which go on throughout
the year it is also used as a venue for meetings. Last year, due to the
unfortunate closure of Vion (Halls), the Scottish Government  Task
Force held some of their meetings in the Centre.

There are now 3 public access computers available.

The management committee are always looking for your suggestions
for courses or activities  to improve the services available to the people
of the village.

More information can be found on the Community Centre website at
www.uphallcommunitycentre.co.uk

Strathbrock Parish Church

Services are held in St Nicholas church at 11.00a.m. On a Sunday.On
the 4th Sunday of the month there is a 9.30 cafe style service in the
Church Hall.

Activities include House groups, The Guild, Flower arranging and for
men there is a Facegroup. For young people there is Girls Brigade and
Boys Brigade.

During the last week of the school summer holidays there will be a joint
holiday club with Uphall South church.

On the first Friday of each month the Thrift Shop is held, this is very
popular with an opportunity to buy goods and have a coffee. In July the
Thrift Shop will run from the 9th - 12th.

A Craft Fair will be held on the 5th October and the annual Christmas
Fair is on the 30th November.

More information can be viewed on the church website at
www.strathbrockparish.net

Strathbrock Church also has a facebook page.

Summer Activities for Children in our area

There will be various activities for children during the summer holidays
in the Community Centre and Churches in Uphall. The Sports Centre,
Swimming Pool and Broxburn United Sports Club will also have Sum-
mer Activity Programmes.

Some of these are still in the planning stages so please look out for
posters advertising these nearer the time.

West Lothian Digital offer modern, professional
 and cost effective web design and search engine

optimisation for local businesses.

For a free web review and to see how we can  tailor
a solution to meet your requirements.

Contact us today on 01506 794355 or via
enquiries@westlothiandigital.co.uk



Our Local Environment

The Community Council are still finding that one issue which comes
up for discussion at our meetings is the number of complaints regard-
ing the amount of litter, dog fouling and discarded chewing gum
which is  found throughout the village. Although this issue was high-
lighted in previous issues of the newsletter there has been no im-
provement.

We have been in touch with the Environmental Wardens and Dog
Wardens who have been patrolling the area. On the spot fines will be
issued to anyone dropping litter or not cleaning up dog mess if they
are caught by the Wardens. Please pick up, bag and dispose of your
dog mess in the bins provided, remembering that the ordinary litter
bins can now be used.

After a walk around the village pointing out some of the worst areas
with a member of the Netts team we were pleased to see an improve-
ment when the team came in to do yet another clean up. Unfortunate-
ly this is always shortlived.

You can help by reporting anyone who continually allows their dog
to foul and doesn’t clean up. Contact West Lothian Council and ask to
be put through to the Dog Wardens.

You can help by ensuring that adults and children alike properly dis-
pose of their litter and chewing gum in the bins provided.

Let us work together to make Uphall a clean litter free village.

The MacGregor family run

The Oatridge Hotel

and invite everyone into the
bar and restaurant

where a warm welcome awaits.

All food is supplied by local butcher J. Lawson
*****

Mon-Fri 12-p.m. 5.30-p.m. Sat - Sun 12-p.m.

Early bird menu
Two courses £10 , Three courses £12.50

10% discount OAP

*****
A la carte menu

Mon-Fri 12-p.m. 5.30-p.m.
Sat - Sun 12-9.30 p.m.

*****
Mon - Thurs

15% of all steaks on a la carte menu.
Kids eat free with every meal ordered from the

A la carte menu.

Beer garden open all year round.
BOOK NOW 01506 856465

BROXBURN  ACADEMY

Broxburn Academy again became the Construction and the Built
Environment Challenge Champions, competing against 20 schools
from Edinburgh and the Lothians . The successful science club were
represented at a national science and technology  fair in London whilst
individual pupils have had great success in sport, dance and music.

In April pupils came second in the Toyota STEM challenge in Wales.
Broxburn Academy are returning to Romania at the end of June to help
run a summer school for Romanian young people and have been busy
fundraising over the past months.

Broxburn Academy is participating in the Eco schools programme
which helps to raise awareness of the environment and issues such as
global.

warming and recycling. They have also entered the  Rights Respecting
School Award Scheme in conjunction with UNICEF.  This will develop
areas such as human rights education, student voice and Rights, Respect
and Responsibility.

Events in May and June include the school sports day and a parent
information evening on the new qualifications.
Please help celebrate our young peoples achievements :drop an e mail
with details of successes to peter.reid@wled.org.uk.

Oatridge Hotel & Grill Restaurant

John’s @ the Junction
7 West Main Street, Uphall

All food prepared & cooked
By an experienced CHEF.

       Hot and Cold Filled Rolls

Traditional Homemade Soup & Meals

Baguettes & Jacket Potatoes

Sit in or Take Away

Outside Catering Available



Useful Telephone Numbers
Police

Police HQ (Livingston)  01506 431200
Broxburn Police Station  01506 852121

Hospitals
St John’s Hospital,Livingston  01506 523000
Edinburgh Royal Infirmary  0131 536 1000
Western General, Edinburgh  0131 537 1000
NHS 24  08454 24 24 24

Health Centre (Strathbrock Partnership Centre)
Dr Gunn and Partners  01506 771771
Ferguson Medical Practice  01506 771700
The Wood Medical Practice  01506 771800

West Lothian Council
All Enquiries  01506 775000
Uphall Community Centre  01506 854451

Schools
Uphall Primary School  01506 852516
St Nicholas Primary School  01506 853509
Broxburn Academy  01506 282300
St Margaret’s Academy  01506 497104

Local Councillors
Tony Boyle 01506 281704
Diane Calder 01506 281706
Janet Campbell 01506 281706
Alex Davidson 01506 281704

Churches
Strathbrock Parish Church  01506 856433
Uphall South Parish Church  01506 852788
Broxburn Baptist Church  01506 857092
St John Cantius and Nicholas  01506 852040
New Life Christian Fellowship  07564054377

Local Web Links
Uphall Community Council - www.ucc.org.uk
Uphall CEC - www.uphallcommunitycentre.co.uk
Uphall On The Web - www.uphall.org
Uphall Primary - www.uphall-primary-school.com
Broxburn Academy - www.broxburnacademy.net
Uphall South Church www.uphallsouthchurch.org.uk
New Life CF - www.newlifecf.org.uk
Strathbrock Parish - www.strathbrockparish.net
The BUSY Project - www.thebusyproject.org.uk
Broxburn and Uphall traders - www.buta.org.uk


